
HINTERLAND
TOURS

Fun tours around New Zealand for mature travellers

   Bay of Islands & Northland  -  East Coast and East Cape 

 Coromandel Peninsula  -  North Island Train Tour 

Great Barrier Island -  Christmas on Waiheke

South Island Highlights and Trans Alpine

the Great Train trips of New Zealand

West Coast of the South Island 

Stewart Island and Southland

Taranaki and the West Coast

  Milford Sound and Fiordland

 Top of the South Island

   Hawkes Bay Art Deco

Chatham Islands

Day trips
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HINTERLAND
TOURS Tel: 07-282-7663

Fun trips and tours around New Zealand for the young at heart
SOL3 MIO Auckland Concert Join us to see one of New

Zealand's great success
stories, the talented
SOL3 MIO trio, playing
their only concert in New
Zealand in 2020....
 
Note this cost DOES NOT

include the concert tickets.

Postponed TBC - $39pp or $49pp for door to door service.

MARY POPPINS The Musical
Join us on a fun day out to
Mary Poppins The Musical,
a wonderful show. See an
all New Zealand cast bring
the magical story of the
world’s favourite nanny to
life.
Premium grade matinee
tickets are included.

4th October 2020          $159pp for transport AND ticket

Bay of Islands & Northland
Whangarei, Russell,
Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty
Grounds, 90 Mile Beach
and Cape Reinga,
Mangonui, Hokianga
Harbour, Waipoua Forest,
Kaipara Harbour & more… 
Join us on this
wonderful adventure.

$1795pp - 5 days / 4 nights 8th to 12th SEP 2020

East Coast and East Cape

$1895pp - 5 days / 4 nights 1st to 5th OCT 2020

Whakatane, Opotiki,
Pacific Coast Highway, Te
Kaha, Hicks Bay, East
Cape, Ruatoria, Tolaga
Bay, Gisborne & more…… 
Hit the Pacific Coast
Highway with us and
enjoy 5 days exploring
one of New Zealand’s
most untouched regions.

Explore the Coromandel
Waihi, Karangahake
Gorge, Thames,
Coromandel, Driving
Creek Railway, Opito Bay,
Whitianga, Glass Bottom
Boat Tour, Cooks Beach,
Cathedral Cove, Hahei,
Hot Water Beach, Tairua,
Whangamata & more…
Escape ‘up the road’ with
us to explore the
Coromandel Peninsula

12th to 15th OCT 2020$1795pp - 4 days / 3 nights

North Island Train Tour Auckland, Waikato
countryside, Central North
Island forests, Raurimu
Spiral, Tongariro National
Park and volcanoes,
Manawatu viaducts, Kapiti
Coast, Wellington city, Te
Papa & more…
This short getaway packs a
lot of wonderful sights into
our 3 days.

$1495pp - 3 days / 2 nights Date Various 2020/21

South Island Highlights Picton, Kaikoura, Hanmer
Springs, Christchurch,
Arthurs Pass, Greymouth,
Franz Josef, Haast,
Wanaka, Arrowtown,
Queenstown, Cromwell,
Central Otago, Dunedin,
Moeraki Boulders,
Oamaru, Mt Cook,,
& more… This is the crème
de la crème of our tours

26th OCT to 5rd NOV 2020$5495pp - 11 days / 10 nights

Top of the South Island Christchurch, Akaroa,
Arthurs Pass, Greymouth,
Westport, Nelson, Takaka,
Collingwood, Motueka,
Abel Tasman, Wellington &
more…
Either book this as a single
trip or add it on to our
South Islands Highlights
tour for the total South
Island adventure.

$3495 - 8 days / 7 nights Date 5 - 12 NOV 2020

For more information on these and all our other trips and tours please visit our web site or call us.

www.hinterlandtours.co.nz       Email:  info@hinterlandtours.co.nz
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HINTERLAND
TOURS Tel: 07-282-7663

Fun trips and tours around New Zealand for the young at heart
Great Barrier Island Auckland, Great Barrier

flights, beaches, kauri
forests, bushwalks, cattle
station visit, Glenfern
sanctuary & more… 

A world away from
Auckland, come with us on
this once-in-a-lifetime
getaway for a totally
relaxing few days.

22nd to 26th NOV 2020$2695pp - 5 days / 4 nights

Milford Sound and Fiordland Queenstown, Te Anau,
Eglington Valley, Homer
Tunnel, Milford Sound,
Manapouri Power Station,
Doubtful Sound,
Tuatapere, Riverton,
Invercargill & more…
Join us as we visit New
Zealand’s largest and
most spectacular national
park – Fiordland.

$3895pp - 7 days / 6 nights 1st to 7th Dec 2020

Christmas on Waiheke
Auckland, Waiheke Island
ferry, wine tasting,
Waiheke sightseeing,
Xmas day dinner and get
together & more…
Experience a Christmas
like no other as we relax
and unwind island style.
Let us take the hassle out
of the festive period as we
enjoy a relaxing few days
on Waiheke Island.

$2295pp - 6 days / 5 nights 23rd to 28th DEC 2020

Stewart Island Dunedin, Larnach Castle,
Nugget Point, The Catlins,
Curio Bay, Invercargill,
Stewart Island, Ulva Island,
Fishing, Marine Farm tour,
kiwi bird spotting and
more…
Enjoy some southern
hospitality as we venture
to the very bottom of the
South Island.This is a tour
not to miss!

$3895pp - 6 days / 5 nights 27th MAR to 1st APR 2021

Explore the Coromandel Waihi, Karangahake Gorge,
Thames, Coromandel,
Driving Creek Railway,
Opito Bay, Whitianga,
Glass Bottom Boat Tour,
Cooks Beach, Cathedral
Cove, Hahei, Hot Water
Beach, Tairua, & more…
Explore the Coromandel
Peninsula – an area full of
scenic delights & history.

$1795pp - 4 days / 3 nights Date TBC MARCH 2021

South Island Highlights Picton, Kaikoura, Hanmer
Springs, Christchurch,
Arthurs Pass, Greymouth,
Franz Josef, Haast, Wanaka,
Arrowtown, Queenstown,
Cromwell, Central Otago,
Dunedin, Moeraki Boulders,
Oamaru, Mt Cook, & more…
 
This is the crème de la
crème of our tours

$5495pp - 11 days / 10 nights Date TBC APR 2021

The new owners of Hinterland Tours are offering local retirement villages,

clubs and any other group of "young at heart" associations, "free" half day

trips so you can get out and explore our region. If you want to travel further

or for a longer duration ( up to 8 hours), then a small charge of $20 per

person applies.  This offer is time limited, so talk with your social activities

organiser and get a group together (10 to 34 persons) to arrange your trip. 

For more information on these and all our other trips and tours please visit our web site or call us.

www.hinterlandtours.co.nz       Email:  info@hinterlandtours.co.nz
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info@hinterlandtours.co.nz

HOME NEW ZEALAND TOURS DAY TRIPS CRUISE SHIP EXCURSIONS MORE INFO

Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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East Coast & East Cape

Whakatane, Opotiki, Pacific Coast
Highway, Te Kaha, Hicks Bay, East Cape,
Ruatoria, Tolaga Bay, Gisborne & more…… 

Hit the Pacific Coast Highway with us and
enjoy 4 nights exploring one of New
Zealand’s most untouched regions – the
East Coast. Sparkling coastlines, rugged
bush and sweeping beaches abound as we
take our time and get to know this very
unique area of the country. Overnight stays
at 3 stunning locations along the coast
road, plus a night in Gisborne to recount all
the memories along the way. Join us on
this extraordinary trip.

1 - 5 OCT 2020 - HT2020/03 - $1895 pp

After picking you up at your door, we head east to begin our adventure. After a catch up
cuppa we pass through Whakatane and Ohope – hopefully catching a glimpse of White
Island puffing in the distance. Past the tranquil oyster beds on Ohiwa Harbour as we take
in the scenery of the Eastern Bay of Plenty.  We leave the farmland behind and get our
first taste of the coast road. Tonight we will stay in the old whaling settlement of Te Kaha,
where we enjoy dining at our oceanside hotel.
 
After a leisurely breakfast, we look forward to a very relaxing day enjoying the drive
further around the coast. The glorious drive snakes along the pohutukawa lined coast,
providing breathtaking views over the Bay of Plenty. We stop at the much-photographed
and perfectly situated Anglican church at Raukokore, before heading down into Waihau
Bay – a haven for sports fishing. Past Cape Runaway before we get off the main road for
our overnight stay at Lottin Point – another stunning waterfront stay. Here we will dine at
the in-house restaurant and look forward to tomorrow’s exploration.
 
Another relaxed breakfast with the ocean at our feet, before we head deeper into the
East Coast. Today we have a smaller distance to cover, instead taking the chance to get
right off the beaten track to visit Waikura Station – one of the pioneering stations on the
Cape. Today they mix old school agriculture and forestry with new ventures such as
koura farming and honey production. This is a fascinating place that very few people will
ever visit. Back on the main road we head out to the famous East Cape lighthouse. Try
the 700 steps to the top if you dare, otherwise admire the endless views from New
Zealand mainland’s most easterly point. After a great day we retire for the night at Hicks
Bay, and look forward to visiting more of the East Cape tomorrow.
 
Day 3 sees us start making our way down to Gisborne – but not before we see plenty
more of this amazing area. We will stop at Te Araroa to see New Zealand’s oldest
pohutukawa tree, before heading south to see the ornately carved church at Tikitiki.
Further on are interesting settlements such as Te Puia Springs and Ruatoria, before we
join the coast again at Tokomaru Bay. The 600m long wharf (New Zealand’s longest) at
Tolaga Bay is a sight to behold, and then we pass the famous surf beaches at Wainui
before arriving in Gisborne in the afternoon. Tonight we stay in the city to enjoy a last
dinner together before heading home.
 
Another relaxed morning as we explore Gisborne before starting off on our drive back to
Tauranga. We take the scenic Waioeka Gorge back through to Opotiki, where we left the
main road 3 days ago! You’ll be dropped at your door with a smile on your face – having
enjoyed a memorable visit to a special part of the country.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Ohiwa Harbour

Te Kaka

Historic church at Raukokore

Waihau Bay & Cape Runway

Lottin Point

Waikura Station

East Cape Lighthouse

Hicks Bay

NZ's oldest Pohutukawa tree

Tikitiki ornately carved church 

Tologa Bay and the longest wharf

Gisborne

Waioeka Gorge

plus a few extras along the way!

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
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company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Explore the Coromandel

Waihi, Karangahake Gorge, Thames,
Coromandel, Driving Creek Railway, Opito
Bay, Whitianga, Glass Bottom Boat Tour,
Cooks Beach, Cathedral Cove, Hahei, Hot
Water Beach, Tairua, Whangamata & more…

From towering kauri forests, to the
pohutukawa lined beaches, escape ‘up the
road’ with us to explore the Coromandel
Peninsula – an area full of scenic delights and
fascinating history. On our 4 day visit we
traverse the peninsula, and explore some of
the ‘off the beaten’ path areas. Overnight
stays in Coromandel and Whitianga (2 nights)
means we have a great base for our
adventures.

12 - 15 OCT 2020 - HT2020/04 - $1795 pp

MAR 2021 tbc - HT2021/03 - $1795 pp

As always, we will collect you from you door before we head north towards the forests,
beaches and stunning scenery that awaits. Our stop at the Martha Gold Mine will give us
a good taste of some of the gold-mining history to learn along the way, especially as we
then wind through the scenic Karangahake Gorge.
Continuing on through Thames (once New Zealand’s largest town!) we hit the Tapu coast
road, allowing majestic views out over the Firth of Thames.

Our stop tonight is at Coromandel town, but not before a ride on the unique Driving
Creek Railway. New Zealand’s only narrow-gauge mountain railway, this labour of love is
now a popular tourist attraction. Ride 2.7km up to the ‘EyeFull’ tower for splendid views
of the area. Tonight we have dinner in Coromandel town to enjoy good food with new
friends.
 
A leisurely breakfast awaits us before we say goodbye to the west coast and depart
towards the east side of the peninsula. Glimpses of the coast and islands delight as we
traverse up and over the peninsula. We leave the main road to explore some of the
beautiful beaches including favourites – Matarangi and Opito Bay. Today is all about
relaxing and taking our time, before we arrive in our base for the next 2 nights at
Whitianga. Here we enjoy beachfront accommodation and tonight have dinner at one of
Whitianga’s secret spots.
 
This morning we embark on a special treat – a trip on the Whitianga Glass Bottom Boat.
This scenic boat ride takes us to the Te-Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve, with some
very special sights along the way. From stunning cliffs, blowholes and sea caves to
marine life, clear water and the famous Cathedral Cove. This purpose built boat lets us
see above and below the water – everywhere you look the vistas are breathtaking. Keep
your eyes peeled for pods of dolphins or orca that frequent the area!
Once back on shore the afternoon is spent in and around Whitianga at your leisure. For
those feeling fit we may explore some of the kauri forests in the area. 
 
There is plenty more to explore on our final day, so after breakfast we first explore
historic Cooks Beach and Hahei, before a short drive around to Hot Water Beach. If we
time the tides right we will get a chance to see why this beach received it’s name.
Further south are lovely towns such as Tairua and Whangamata which form part of our
gentle drive back home.
 
We will have you dropped at your door in good time – having experienced a memorable
getaway to one of New Zealand’s most loved destinations.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want,
and have flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

4 days of touring

3 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Driving Creek Railway

Glass Bottom boat cruise

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Waihi and the Martha Gold mine

The Karangahake Gorge

Historic town of Thames

Coromadel township

Catherdral Cove

Te-Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve

Cooks Beach and Hahei

Hot Water beach

Whangamata and Tairua

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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North Island Train Tour

Auckland, Waikato countryside, Central North
Island forests, Raurimu Spiral, Tongariro
National Park and volcanoes, Manawatu
viaducts, Kapiti Coast, Wellington city, Te
Papa & more…
This short getaway packs a lot of wonderful
sights into three days. The highlight is the
chance to experience the entire length of the
North Island Main Trunk Line as we
traverse the country from the comfort of the
Northern Explorer train. Coupled with some
sightseeing in Wellington (including a tour of Te
Papa museum), this is a tour not to miss. 
Overnight stays at great hotels in Auckland and
Wellington, with an afternoon flight home.

SEP 2020 tbc - HT2020/02 - $1495pp

29 NOV 2020 - HT2020/08 - $1495pp

MAR 2021 tbc - HT2021/02 - $1495pp

After picking you up at your door, we enjoy a leisurely day getting to know each other as
we make our way to Auckland – the City of Sails. Enjoy the scenery as we take our time,
allowing a little time to perhaps try some of the new shopping centres in our biggest city.
Tonight we enjoy a lovely dinner together before the early start at the train station in the
morning.
 
Get ready for a day of scenery you will never forget. An early start after breakfast at The
Strand station in the heart of Auckland city, before taking off on our all day ride through
the stunning North Island. The Northern Explorer train is fitted with panoramic windows
and spacious comfortable seating to make the trip extra special.
 
Once out of the city enjoy the lush pastures of the South Auckland and the Waikato,
before the train starts to climb through the rugged back-blocks of the King Country.
Further on, the sheep and beef farms give way to native bush, the Whanganui River is
crossed and the famous Raurimu Spiral is navigated.
 
The ‘piece de resistance’ for many is the section skirting the Tongariro National Park.
Here you can admire the 3 active volcanic cones of Tongariro, Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu,
as well as the clear streams and dense forest that caused Tongariro to become the
world’s 6th national park and a UNESCO World Heritage area. Enjoy the snow capped
peaks as lunch is served on board, or try the open-air carriage for some fresh air and
fantastic photo opportunities.
 
Descending down through the Manawatu along the Rangitikei River, the train crosses
numerous viaducts before hitting the Kapiti Coast for panoramic views out over Kapiti
Island. Upon arrival in Wellington city we are picked up and taken to one of the city’s top
hotels for a fabulous dinner where we can all share memories from the day.
 
The next day it is home to Tauranga, but not before a morning visit to New Zealand’s
national museum – Te Papa Tongarewa. Here we will enjoy a private guided tour to learn
more about the unique and interesting displays.
There is also time to view the much-awarded Gallipoli exhibition – put together by the
team from Weta Workshop.
 
En-route to the airport we will enjoy sights of our nation’s often windy capital, before
boarding our plane mid afternoon to have you home at your door in good time. We drop
you off with a smile on your face having enjoyed a few wonderful days on tour.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want,
and have flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

3 days of touring

2 nights at 4 star plus accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Northern Explorer train to Wellington

Lunch aboard the train

Guided tour of Te Papa museum

Wellington City sightseeing tour

Afternoon flight back to Tauranga

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Raurimu Spiral, an engineering marvel

Tongariro National Park

Breathtaking viaducts 

The Gallipoli exhibition at Te Papa

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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East Coast & East Cape

Whakatane, Opotiki, Pacific Coast
Highway, Te Kaha, Hicks Bay, East Cape,
Ruatoria, Tolaga Bay, Gisborne & more…… 

Hit the Pacific Coast Highway with us and
enjoy 4 nights exploring one of New
Zealand’s most untouched regions – the
East Coast. Sparkling coastlines, rugged
bush and sweeping beaches abound as we
take our time and get to know this very
unique area of the country. Overnight stays
at 3 stunning locations along the coast
road, plus a night in Gisborne to recount all
the memories along the way. Join us on
this extraordinary trip.

1 - 5 OCT 2020 - HT2020/03 - $1895 pp

After picking you up at your door, we head east to begin our adventure. After a catch up
cuppa we pass through Whakatane and Ohope – hopefully catching a glimpse of White
Island puffing in the distance. Past the tranquil oyster beds on Ohiwa Harbour as we take
in the scenery of the Eastern Bay of Plenty.  We leave the farmland behind and get our
first taste of the coast road. Tonight we will stay in the old whaling settlement of Te Kaha,
where we enjoy dining at our oceanside hotel.
 
After a leisurely breakfast, we look forward to a very relaxing day enjoying the drive
further around the coast. The glorious drive snakes along the pohutukawa lined coast,
providing breathtaking views over the Bay of Plenty. We stop at the much-photographed
and perfectly situated Anglican church at Raukokore, before heading down into Waihau
Bay – a haven for sports fishing. Past Cape Runaway before we get off the main road for
our overnight stay at Lottin Point – another stunning waterfront stay. Here we will dine at
the in-house restaurant and look forward to tomorrow’s exploration.
 
Another relaxed breakfast with the ocean at our feet, before we head deeper into the
East Coast. Today we have a smaller distance to cover, instead taking the chance to get
right off the beaten track to visit Waikura Station – one of the pioneering stations on the
Cape. Today they mix old school agriculture and forestry with new ventures such as
koura farming and honey production. This is a fascinating place that very few people will
ever visit. Back on the main road we head out to the famous East Cape lighthouse. Try
the 700 steps to the top if you dare, otherwise admire the endless views from New
Zealand mainland’s most easterly point. After a great day we retire for the night at Hicks
Bay, and look forward to visiting more of the East Cape tomorrow.
 
Day 3 sees us start making our way down to Gisborne – but not before we see plenty
more of this amazing area. We will stop at Te Araroa to see New Zealand’s oldest
pohutukawa tree, before heading south to see the ornately carved church at Tikitiki.
Further on are interesting settlements such as Te Puia Springs and Ruatoria, before we
join the coast again at Tokomaru Bay. The 600m long wharf (New Zealand’s longest) at
Tolaga Bay is a sight to behold, and then we pass the famous surf beaches at Wainui
before arriving in Gisborne in the afternoon. Tonight we stay in the city to enjoy a last
dinner together before heading home.
 
Another relaxed morning as we explore Gisborne before starting off on our drive back to
Tauranga. We take the scenic Waioeka Gorge back through to Opotiki, where we left the
main road 3 days ago! You’ll be dropped at your door with a smile on your face – having
enjoyed a memorable visit to a special part of the country.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Ohiwa Harbour

Te Kaka

Historic church at Raukokore

Waihau Bay & Cape Runway

Lottin Point

Waikura Station

East Cape Lighthouse

Hicks Bay

NZ's oldest Pohutukawa tree

Tikitiki ornately carved church 

Tologa Bay and the longest wharf

Gisborne

Waioeka Gorge

plus a few extras along the way!

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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South Island Highlights

Picton, Kaikoura, Hanmer Springs,
Christchurch, Arthurs Pass, Greymouth, Franz
Josef, Haast, Wanaka, Arrowtown,
Queenstown, Cromwell, Central Otago,
Dunedin, Moeraki Boulders, Oamaru, Mt
Cook, MacKenzie Country, & more…

This is the crème de la crème of our tours – 10
nights in the stunning South Island. Join this small
group tour for an enchanting trip around the best
sights of the south. With overnight stays in
Wellington, Hanmer Springs, Christchurch,
FranzJosef, Queenstown, Central Otago, Dunedin,
Mt Cook and back to Christchurch, this tour will
provide a fantastic array of wonderful sights and
experiences.

For a total South Island experience, why not add on
the new "Top of the South Island" tour.

26 OCT - 5 NOV 2020 - HT2020/05 - $5495 pp

After pick up at the door (all part of the Hinterland service) we head south – enjoying
a day of each others company on the road to Wellington. After leaving the Bay of
Plenty behind, we pass Taupo and then the stunning volcanoes of the Central
Plateau. Further south, past the farmland of the Manawatu we reach Wellington for a
good night’s sleep at a top hotel before the South Island awaits in the morning.

After breakfast we are at the ferry terminal in time to catch the InterIslander to
Picton. This 3.5 hour journey cruises the Marlborough Sounds for the later parts –
keep your eyes peeled for seals sunning themselves on the rocks. Upon arrival into
Picton we board the recently refurbished Tranz Coastal train for a memorable ride
down the coast to Kaikoura. Past the wineries of Marlborough and the salt works at
Lake Grassmere, we follow the rocky coast down to Kaikoura for our first night on
the South Island.
 
This morning we have a treat instore – a flight out off the coast of Kaikoura viewing
the resident sperm whales. Kaikoura has a natural trench close to shore which is full
of food for a wide variety of marine mammals – whales, dolphins and seals abound
in this part of the world. Your flight is a once in a lifetime chance to see these
massive creatures from a whole new perspective.
 
After the excitement of spotting the whales, we cruise a short distance inland to
Hanmer Springs. The drive through the Inland Kaikoura Mountains is stunning. We
will explore this charming town for the afternoon - perhaps tonight you fancy a dip in
the hot pools the town is famous for. Then we head south through the sheep
farming country and braided rivers of North Canterbury towards Christchurch – the
South Island’s largest city – where we will spend the next couple of nights.

Whats Included:

11 days of touring

10 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Cook Strait crossing by ferry to Picton

Trans Coastal train to Kaikoura

Whale watch flight over Kaikoura

Christchurch City tour

Tranz Alpine train to Greymouth

Gold panning on the west coast

Guided tour of Queenstown

Cruise on the historic TSS Earnslaw

Tour at Walter Peak Station

The Queenstown Gondola

Dunedin City Tour

AIR NZ flight back from Christchurch

Plenty of stops along the way
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals



 
 
Today is all about exploring ‘The Garden City’. This morning we will head into the
city to meet a local guide who will show us around the ever-changing CBD and
surrounds. After the devastating earthquakes of 2010/11, Christchurch is getting back
on its feet and there is plenty of interesting sights to see. In the afternoon we will
explore out of the city centre.
 
See scenic suburbs such as Lyttelton and Sumner. Enjoy panoramic views of the city
and plains, with the Southern Alps standing tall in the distance. On the way back to
our accommodation we will visit historic Mona Vale homestead with it’s picturesque
gardens and streams. Tonight we enjoy a good rest before another exciting day
tomorrow.

Next morning’s highlight is one of the world’s best train rides – the TranzAlpine. The
scenery from the large panoramic windows will take your breath away. From plains
and rivers, to forests and the peaks of the Southern Alps. After reaching Arthurs
Pass the train descends through lush West Coast rainforest to finish at Greymouth
where the van is waiting for you. This is a trip that will provide long-lasting memories.
 
From Greymouth there is more amazing scenery in store as we hit State Highway 6
and head south down the West Coast. What a special part of New Zealand. Our final
destination today is Franz Josef, but before we get there we stop at historic Hokitika
and then on to Ross to try our luck at gold panning. This is where New Zealand’s
largest nugget was found in 1909! More rainforest and dramatic scenery await as we
roll into Franz Josef – a long but memorable day. Tonight we stay in the village, and
will enjoy a lovely dinner out together.

More amazing scenery awaits for our next day as we head further south. Following
the Westland National Park with the Alps as our backdrop, we have breakfast at
Lake Matheson – famous as the ‘Mirror Lake’. We then enjoy more scenery as we
continue towards Haast, making plenty of photo stops along the way, a
photographers dream with innumerable lakes, rivers, forests and mountains. 
 
After reaching Haast we leave the coast behind and head up towards Aspiring
National Park and over the Haast Pass. On the other side we see Lakes Hawea and
Wanaka, and stop in Wanaka to enjoy this popular holiday resort. We take the back
road towards Queenstown, over the Crown Range Road, and head down the
Gibbston Valley towards New Zealand’s adventure playground. We will be ready to
get a good nights sleep in our central city hotel.
 
After a couple of days travelling it’s time to relax in Queenstown, and enjoy this
popular lakeside resort. Following a late start and hearty breakfast, we will have time
to explore the town before boarding Queenstown’s most iconic attraction – the TSS
Earnslaw. Cruising across Lake Wakatipu to Walter Peak Station, this 107 year old
steamship provides a taste of yesteryear. You can even view the engine room as
she chugs across the lake. A farmyard tour on the station is included in the trip. 
 
On return to Queenstown we then look forward to a delicious dinner with the best
view in town at Skyline gondola. Travelling 450 metres above Queenstown, this
must do attraction affords stunning views over Queenstown, The Remarkables and
Lake Wakatipu. The colours change at dusk as we enjoy a sumptuous dinner – what
a night to remember.

Sadly we have to leave Queenstown behind as we make our way east towards
Dunedin. First stop is the historic mining town of Arrowtown, here you can see the
Chinese Village and other interesting sights. Further on we visit Cromwell and its
historic quarter (moved to higher ground when the area was flooded to make Lake
Dunstan). Then we follow the Clutha River to Alexandra and into the heart of Central
Otago. We will detour to visit the old mining town of St Bathans with its haunted
hotel, and pass through the Maniototo. We continue on through Middlemarch to
Dunedin and here we stay the night in this historic city.

After a delicious breakfast this morning, we are met by a local guide who will show
us around ‘The Edinburgh of the South’. Dunedin is a fascinating city full of history
and character, and we will get to see some of its iconic sights including the ornate
Railway Station. Of course we will also visit Baldwin Street – the world’s
steepest. Heading north we follow the Otago coastline to Moeraki – home of the
famous boulders. These prehistoric rocks are almost to round to be true! Further on
is Oamaru with its lovely Victorian limestone buildings.
 
We then head inland up the Waitaki Valley. We will visit some of the hydro-electric
lakes that power much of the country. Continuing on, the mountains get closer as we
head further inland, along Lake Pukaki, to our overnight stay at Mt Cook village. With
New Zealand’s highest mountain looking down on us, we will enjoy a stay at the
Hermitage – one of New Zealand’s most iconic hotels, before our flight from
Christchurch the following day.

You will see:

SH1 scenery all the way to Wellington

Taupo and the central plateau

Cook Strait & the Marlborough Sounds

Kaikora coastline

Hanmer Springs

Christchurch & the Canterbury plains

Arthurs Pass & Southern Alps

Greymouth and the West Coast

Hokitika and Franz Joseph

Aspiring National Park and Haast

Lakes Hawea and Wanaka

Queenstown and Arrowtown

Lake  Wakatipu & Walter Peak Station

Central Otago and Dunedin

The Waitaki Valley and hydro lakes

Lake Pukaki and Mount Cook

Mackenzie Country

Lake Tekapo

Church of the Good Shepherd

Geraldine

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

 

* Please note, that unless specified in the

itinerary we do not usually include the cost of

lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops

in the tour cost, but we always make stops

where there are a range of options available

so you can choose what you want, and have

flexibility to do things on your own if you

wish.

If you want the ultimate South Island

experience, why not add on the new "Top of

the South Island" 8 day tour from

Christchurch back to Wellington.

We also have the new "East Coast

Escapade" 5 day tour that runs from

Wellington back to Tauranga via the

Wairarapa and Hawkes Bay for the total

round trip.  

Print this page Enquire now
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Top of the South Island

Christchurch, Banks Peninsula, Akaroa, Arthurs
Pass with TranzAlpine Train, Greymouth,
Westport, Murchison, St Arnaud, Nelson,
Kaiteriteri, Takaka, Collingwood, & more…

Join us as we explore the top half of the South
Island on our new 8 day program.  From
Christchurch to Wellington, we take in as many
highlights as possible.  After a day exploring the
Banks Peninsula we head west on the TranzAlpine
train to Greymouth, then north to Westport and
onwards to Nelson for a few days, seeing all the
great sights along the way such as Cape Foulwind,
Denniston Plateau, Murchison, the Buller River, St
Arnaud and more.  We explore west from Nelson
out to the coastal settlement at Collingwood,
visiting Kaiteriteri, Takaka and the world famous Te
Waikoropupū Springs.  Finally through the
Marlborough wine reguion to Picton for our cruise
to Wellington, our last destination before flying
back to Tauranga.

5 NOV - 12 NOV 2020 - HT2020/12 - $3495pp

After pick up at the door (all part of the Hinterland service) we take a direct mid day flight from
Tauranga to Christchurch, and then a short transfer to our city hotel, where there is time to
relax before we board the iconic Christchurch Restaurant Tram to enjoy not only a lovely 3
course meal but also a sightseeing circuit of the city as you dine.

Day two its out to the Banks Peninsula. Our first stop is at Little River for a cuppa and check out
the local wares, then on to Akaroa. Here we visit the eclectic gardens of the Giants House -
now rated as a Garden of International Significance and owned by renowned artist Josie
Martin. Free time to explore the french town of Akaroa and buy lunch if needed. On our return
to Christchurch we visit a sheep farm for a shearing and sheep dog show followed by and
home made afternoon tea and cakes.

Day 3 and we are off early to board the world famous TranzAlpine train to Greymouth. A hot
lunch on board is included as you traverse the stunning Southern Alps. (You have the option to
travel by road to Greymouth instead of the train if this is a continuation of the South Island
Highlights tour). The afternoon is spent at the Shanty Town Heritage park in Greymouth, an
amazing collection all things "West Coast".  After checking in to our hotel, time to relax before
heading to Monteiths award winning brewery for our evening meal, tasting some of their
famous beers if you wish.

Day 4 we head north to Westport along the rugged coast, stopping at the Punakaiki rock
formations before continuing north to the aptly named Cape Foulwind, chance here to see
some of the West Coast wildlife perhaps. Then to Westport for lunch, followed by a visit to the
Coal Museum and then to the dramatic plateau at Denniston to see its famous incline.

Day 5 we follow the Buller River through Murchison and on to St Arnaud for our lunch break,
with time to take in the stunning scenery and views across Lake Rotoiti.  It's then any easy drive
north to our next destination for our two night stay in Nelson.

Day 6 we make an early start and head west, first to the golden sand beach of Kaiteriteri for
morning tea, then up and over Takaka Hill and down into Takaka for our lunch stop.  The
afternoon sees us head along the coast to Collingwood and turning inland to visit the historic
store at Bainham, still seemingly stuck in the 1920's.  Heading back to Nelson we visit Te
Waikoropupū Springs, the largest freshwater springs in New Zealand, the largest cold water
springs in the Southern Hemisphere and contain some of the clearest water ever measured.

Day 7 we depart Nelson for Picton, along the way we will visit Pelorus Bridge for our morning
break and then on through Havelock and   and the complex of boutique outlets at Vines Village
set in the heart of the Marlborough Wine region, New Zealands largest wine area, before
continuing to Picton for our afternoon ferry to Wellington.

Day 8 is our last on what will have been a memorable trip.  After a short city sights tour we
head to the airport for our mid day direct flight back to Tauranga.

This tour can be added onto the South Island Highlights tour if you want to cover more of the
South Island and also booked to preceed the new East Coast Escapade tour from Wellington.

Whats Included:

8 days of touring

7 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Direct Air New Zealand flights

Dinner on the Christchurch Tram

Day trip to Akaroa & Banks Peninsula

Visit to the Giants House Art Garden

Historic sheep farm visit and sheep show

TranzAlpine train with lunch to Greymouth

Dinner and tasting at Monteiths Brewery

Shantytown Heritage Park and train trip

Westport Coal Museum tour

Ferry from Picton to Wellington

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Punakaiki pancake rocks

The famous Denniston Incline 

Buller Gorge, Murchison & St Arnaud

Kaiteriteri, Takaka and Collingwood

Bainham Store & Waikoropuipui Springs

Marlborough Wine Region

Not included unless specified:

Any lunches or morning/afternoon tea stops

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Top of the South Island

Christchurch, Banks Peninsula, Akaroa, Arthurs
Pass with TranzAlpine Train, Greymouth,
Westport, Murchison, St Arnaud, Nelson,
Kaiteriteri, Takaka, Collingwood, & more…

Join us as we explore the top half of the South
Island on our new 8 day program.  From
Christchurch to Wellington, we take in as many
highlights as possible.  After a day exploring the
Banks Peninsula we head west on the TranzAlpine
train to Greymouth, then north to Westport and
onwards to Nelson for a few days, seeing all the
great sights along the way such as Cape Foulwind,
Denniston Plateau, Murchison, the Buller River, St
Arnaud and more.  We explore west from Nelson
out to the coastal settlement at Collingwood,
visiting Kaiteriteri, Takaka and the world famous Te
Waikoropupū Springs.  Finally through the
Marlborough wine reguion to Picton for our cruise
to Wellington, our last destination before flying
back to Tauranga.

5 NOV - 12 NOV 2020 - HT2020/12 - $3495pp

After pick up at the door (all part of the Hinterland service) we take a direct mid day flight from
Tauranga to Christchurch, and then a short transfer to our city hotel, where there is time to
relax before we board the iconic Christchurch Restaurant Tram to enjoy not only a lovely 3
course meal but also a sightseeing circuit of the city as you dine.

Day two its out to the Banks Peninsula. Our first stop is at Little River for a cuppa and check out
the local wares, then on to Akaroa. Here we visit the eclectic gardens of the Giants House -
now rated as a Garden of International Significance and owned by renowned artist Josie
Martin. Free time to explore the french town of Akaroa and buy lunch if needed. On our return
to Christchurch we visit a sheep farm for a shearing and sheep dog show followed by and
home made afternoon tea and cakes.

Day 3 and we are off early to board the world famous TranzAlpine train to Greymouth. A hot
lunch on board is included as you traverse the stunning Southern Alps. (You have the option to
travel by road to Greymouth instead of the train if this is a continuation of the South Island
Highlights tour). The afternoon is spent at the Shanty Town Heritage park in Greymouth, an
amazing collection all things "West Coast".  After checking in to our hotel, time to relax before
heading to Monteiths award winning brewery for our evening meal, tasting some of their
famous beers if you wish.

Day 4 we head north to Westport along the rugged coast, stopping at the Punakaiki rock
formations before continuing north to the aptly named Cape Foulwind, chance here to see
some of the West Coast wildlife perhaps. Then to Westport for lunch, followed by a visit to the
Coal Museum and then to the dramatic plateau at Denniston to see its famous incline.

Day 5 we follow the Buller River through Murchison and on to St Arnaud for our lunch break,
with time to take in the stunning scenery and views across Lake Rotoiti.  It's then any easy drive
north to our next destination for our two night stay in Nelson.

Day 6 we make an early start and head west, first to the golden sand beach of Kaiteriteri for
morning tea, then up and over Takaka Hill and down into Takaka for our lunch stop.  The
afternoon sees us head along the coast to Collingwood and turning inland to visit the historic
store at Bainham, still seemingly stuck in the 1920's.  Heading back to Nelson we visit Te
Waikoropupū Springs, the largest freshwater springs in New Zealand, the largest cold water
springs in the Southern Hemisphere and contain some of the clearest water ever measured.

Day 7 we depart Nelson for Picton, along the way we will visit Pelorus Bridge for our morning
break and then on through Havelock and   and the complex of boutique outlets at Vines Village
set in the heart of the Marlborough Wine region, New Zealands largest wine area, before
continuing to Picton for our afternoon ferry to Wellington.

Day 8 is our last on what will have been a memorable trip.  After a short city sights tour we
head to the airport for our mid day direct flight back to Tauranga.

This tour can be added onto the South Island Highlights tour if you want to cover more of the
South Island and also booked to preceed the new East Coast Escapade tour from Wellington.

Whats Included:

8 days of touring

7 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Direct Air New Zealand flights

Dinner on the Christchurch Tram

Day trip to Akaroa & Banks Peninsula

Visit to the Giants House Art Garden

Historic sheep farm visit and sheep show

TranzAlpine train with lunch to Greymouth

Dinner and tasting at Monteiths Brewery

Shantytown Heritage Park and train trip

Westport Coal Museum tour

Ferry from Picton to Wellington

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Punakaiki pancake rocks

The famous Denniston Incline 

Buller Gorge, Murchison & St Arnaud

Kaiteriteri, Takaka and Collingwood

Bainham Store & Waikoropuipui Springs

Marlborough Wine Region

Not included unless specified:

Any lunches or morning/afternoon tea stops

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Our first day (after pick up at your door) is a relaxing drive to Auckland. We will take our
time and get to know our new tour mates. We always make a couple of extra stops on
our way to our biggest city – and today is no exception. Enjoy seeing some of the
countryside off SH2 as we head north through the Bay of Plenty and Waikato regions.
Tonight we enjoy a wonderful dinner together and get a good nights sleep at quality
city hotel before the adventure to Great Barrier begins in the morning.

On the plane and off we go to Great Barrier Island – landing at the island’s main
aerodrome at Claris. We are met by our guide for the next few days, who will start our
tour by visiting the Milk, Honey & Grain Museum as well as the Community Arts Village.
A delicious lunch at the islands newest café is included, and after we stroll one of the
island’s most picturesque beaches. By this time you should have adjusted to ‘island
time’ and we check in at our accommodation for the night. A delicious dinner is
included tonight as we look forward to 2 more enthralling days on the island.

After breakfast today we have a wonderful treat in store – a cruise around the coastline
exploring some of the islands. We will see the old kauri sawmill and whaling station, and
travel through the Man O’ War passage explore Fitzroy Harbour. In the afternoon it is
time to visit Glenfern Sanctuary, where we are spoilt with an informative presentation
about the sanctuary. You may well spot some of the resident kaka, wood pigeons and
other native birds. To finish the day off it is a cuppa and a cake at Awana to enjoy the
spectacular rugged beauty and admire the offshore islands. After a full day exploring
we will look forward to a good night’s sleep after another delicious dinner.
 
After a relaxing lie in there is more relaxation to come as we visit Kaitoke Hot Springs
for a dip. These undeveloped springs are totally natural and the walk there is through a
splendid grove of nikau palms. There is some walking involved to get there, so for
those not quite feeling up to it we will happily find alternative sights to see.
After our nature experience we visit Angsana Thai restaurant for lunch. Your meal is
included as well as a chance to explore the lovely grounds and small gift shop. This
retreat is again surrounded by wildlife so keep your eyes peeled. Another group dinner
awaits us tonight as we spend our last night on the island. What a great chance to
reminisce about all the wonderful things we have seen.
 
Today we leave the island, but not before packing in plenty more sights! We first check
out Okupu Bay and its’ ancient pohutukawa trees. View some lovely old stone bridges
and deep gullies. Then, for the adventurous, it’s time to have a joy ride on a 3 wheeled
trike – time to feel the wind in your hair! We will visit the ‘pigeon post’ shop to get those
quirky souvenirs, before checking in for our flights after lunch. A quick 30 minute hop
back to Auckland where we board the minibus and make our way home to Tauranga.
As always you will be dropped at your door, with wonderful memories of visiting this
remarkable part of the country. We are sure you will love visiting Great Barrier Island
with us.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want,
and have flexibility to do things on your own if you wish. 

Great Barrier Island

Auckland, Great Barrier flights, beaches,
kauri forests, bushwalks, cattle station
visit, Glenfern sanctuary & more…

A world away from Auckland, (our 1st night
stay) yet just 30 mins by air, is Great Barrier
Island – a unique and less visited part of New
Zealand.
Join us as we spend 3 nights on the island,
getting to know the locals and enjoying the
unspoilt scenery. Teeming with birdlife and
covered in native bush, come with us on this
once-in-a-lifetime getaway.

22 - 26 NOV 2020 - HT2020/06 - $2695 pp

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Two featured lunches

Flights Auckland to Great Barrier

Tour The Milk,Honey & Grain Museum

The Community Arts Village

Coastal cruise to see other islands

Visit to the Glenfern Sanctuary

Kaitoke Hot Springs

Exciting Trike Tour 

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Auckland City

Great Barrier Island

Old Kauri Sawmill and Whaling Station

Fitzroy Harbour

Native birds at the sanctuary

Okupu Bay and ancient Pohutukawa

The "pigeon post" shop

 

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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East Coast & East Cape

Whakatane, Opotiki, Pacific Coast
Highway, Te Kaha, Hicks Bay, East Cape,
Ruatoria, Tolaga Bay, Gisborne & more…… 

Hit the Pacific Coast Highway with us and
enjoy 4 nights exploring one of New
Zealand’s most untouched regions – the
East Coast. Sparkling coastlines, rugged
bush and sweeping beaches abound as we
take our time and get to know this very
unique area of the country. Overnight stays
at 3 stunning locations along the coast
road, plus a night in Gisborne to recount all
the memories along the way. Join us on
this extraordinary trip.

1 - 5 OCT 2020 - HT2020/03 - $1895 pp

After picking you up at your door, we head east to begin our adventure. After a catch up
cuppa we pass through Whakatane and Ohope – hopefully catching a glimpse of White
Island puffing in the distance. Past the tranquil oyster beds on Ohiwa Harbour as we take
in the scenery of the Eastern Bay of Plenty.  We leave the farmland behind and get our
first taste of the coast road. Tonight we will stay in the old whaling settlement of Te Kaha,
where we enjoy dining at our oceanside hotel.
 
After a leisurely breakfast, we look forward to a very relaxing day enjoying the drive
further around the coast. The glorious drive snakes along the pohutukawa lined coast,
providing breathtaking views over the Bay of Plenty. We stop at the much-photographed
and perfectly situated Anglican church at Raukokore, before heading down into Waihau
Bay – a haven for sports fishing. Past Cape Runaway before we get off the main road for
our overnight stay at Lottin Point – another stunning waterfront stay. Here we will dine at
the in-house restaurant and look forward to tomorrow’s exploration.
 
Another relaxed breakfast with the ocean at our feet, before we head deeper into the
East Coast. Today we have a smaller distance to cover, instead taking the chance to get
right off the beaten track to visit Waikura Station – one of the pioneering stations on the
Cape. Today they mix old school agriculture and forestry with new ventures such as
koura farming and honey production. This is a fascinating place that very few people will
ever visit. Back on the main road we head out to the famous East Cape lighthouse. Try
the 700 steps to the top if you dare, otherwise admire the endless views from New
Zealand mainland’s most easterly point. After a great day we retire for the night at Hicks
Bay, and look forward to visiting more of the East Cape tomorrow.
 
Day 3 sees us start making our way down to Gisborne – but not before we see plenty
more of this amazing area. We will stop at Te Araroa to see New Zealand’s oldest
pohutukawa tree, before heading south to see the ornately carved church at Tikitiki.
Further on are interesting settlements such as Te Puia Springs and Ruatoria, before we
join the coast again at Tokomaru Bay. The 600m long wharf (New Zealand’s longest) at
Tolaga Bay is a sight to behold, and then we pass the famous surf beaches at Wainui
before arriving in Gisborne in the afternoon. Tonight we stay in the city to enjoy a last
dinner together before heading home.
 
Another relaxed morning as we explore Gisborne before starting off on our drive back to
Tauranga. We take the scenic Waioeka Gorge back through to Opotiki, where we left the
main road 3 days ago! You’ll be dropped at your door with a smile on your face – having
enjoyed a memorable visit to a special part of the country.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Ohiwa Harbour

Te Kaka

Historic church at Raukokore

Waihau Bay & Cape Runway

Lottin Point

Waikura Station

East Cape Lighthouse

Hicks Bay

NZ's oldest Pohutukawa tree

Tikitiki ornately carved church 

Tologa Bay and the longest wharf

Gisborne

Waioeka Gorge

plus a few extras along the way!

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

Print this page Enquire now
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Milford Sound & Fiordland

Queenstown, Te Anau, Eglington Valley,
Homer Tunnel, Milford Sound, Manapouri
Power Station, Doubtful Sound, Tuatapere,
Riverton, Invercargill & more…

Join us as we visit New Zealand’s largest and
most spectacular national park – Fiordland.
Spend 7 enthralling days with us as we
explore this World Heritage Area, tucked in
the bottom corner of the South Island. With
overnight stays in Queenstown (2), Te Anau
(3) and Invercargill (1), we will take the time to
get to know this incredible part of the country.

1 - 7 DEC 2020 - HT2020/07 - $3895 pp

After our customary pick up at your door, we board our flights to Queenstown to
begin our adventure. Arriving in Queenstown we will be picked up and have a
fantastic introductory tour of the town and surrounds, including historic Arrowtown.
Admire the towering peaks framing stunning scenery as we tiki tour to get to know
the area. Stroll through the miners village and keep your eyes peeled for gold in
the Arrow River! Tonight we will enjoy a lovely dinner in Queenstown and look
forward to our next few days together.
 
Our next day is spent in Queenstown – enjoying this picturesque lakeside resort.
After a lie in and hearty breakfast, you will have time to explore the town before
boarding Queenstown’s most iconic attraction – the TSS Earnslaw. Cruising across
Lake Wakatipu to Walter Peak Station, this 107 year old steamship provides a taste
of yesteryear. You can even view the engine room as she chugs across the lake. A
farmyard tour on the station is included in the trip.

On return to Queenstown we then look forward to a delicious dinner with the best
view in town – at Skyline gondola. Travelling 450 metres above Queenstown, this
must do attraction affords stunning views over Queenstown, The Remarkables and
Lake Wakatipu. The colours change at dusk as we enjoy a sumptuous dinner –
what a night to remember.
 
An early start is worth it as we leave Queenstown headed for Milford Sound. What
a day we are in for today. Heading south out of town we first travel along side Lake
Wakatipu with The Remarkables high above us. As we pass through Kingston
(home of the famous Kingston Flyer), Athol and Mossburn we turn west and the
familiar Central Otago landscape gives way to native forest and more snow capped
peaks. Through Te Anau the scenery really starts to impress as we hit the Milford
Road – truly one of the best drives anywhere in the world.
 
As we travel north, Lake Te Anau soon gives way to the stunning Eglington Valley
– home of the Mirror Lakes. Deeper into Fiordland National Park we go, past Lakes
Gunn and Fergus, and all the while surrounded by glacier carved valleys full of
native forest. Enjoy the crystal clear streams before we approach the Homer
Tunnel. This impressive feat of engineering took 18 years to complete – finally
opening in 1953.
 
Through the other side a stop at The Chasm is a highlight (watch out for cheeky
Keas in the carpark), and then it is down to Milford Sound itself. Here we board our
cruise for the 90 minute scenic trip, past stunning waterfalls and impossibly steep
mountains. Watch out for the resident dolphins, penguins and seals as we glide
past famous peaks – headlined by the mighty Mitre Peak. The homeward run lets
us get a second chance to admire the views as we arrive into Te Anau in the
evening – no doubt looking forward to a good night’s sleep!

                                                                                                  

Whats Included:

7 days of touring

6 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Flight from Tauranga to Queenstown

Return flight from Invercargill

Tour of the Queenstown area

Cruise on the TSS Earnslaw 

Tour at Walter Peak Station

Ride the Queenstown Gondola

Milford Sound Cruise

Lake Manapouri Cruise

Doubtful Sound Cruise

Te Hikoi Museum at Riverton

Guided tour of Invercargill and Bluff

Burt Munro Motorcycle Musem

Bill Richardson Transport World

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Queenstown and Arrowtown

Lake Wakatipu & Walter Peak Station

Milford Sound and Mitre Peak

Lake Te Anau and the Eglington valley

Doubtful Sound & lake Manapouri

Central Otago and Southland

Invercargill and Bluff
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals



                                                                                                  

                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following day we complete the Fiordland double and visit Doubtful Sound, an
equally beautiful but less visited part of Fiordland. Our trip starts with a cruise
across Lake Manapouri to the second largest power station in New Zealand. The
underground station was built to service the Tiwai Aluminium Smelter in Bluff, and
is a mecca for engineering buffs.

Boarding our coach we then head up and over the Wilmot Pass to Doubtful Sound.
This sound is 3 times as long as Milford Sound, and the drive over the pass will
take your breath away. Enjoy a 3 hour cruise with a dedicated fauna and flora
expert to point out all the interesting highlights along the way. What a day to
remember as we traverse back through the stunning scenery to Te Anau and
another wonderful group dinner to talk about all we have seen.
 
It is time to say goodbye to Fiordland as we depart on the scenic route to our next
destination – Invercargill. After a leisurely breakfast we head south, enjoying some
fantastic local spots along Highway 99. We pass through New Zealand’s sausage
capital – Tuatapere, and hit the rugged south coast at Te Waewae Bay. Not much
lies between here and Antarctica!  We stop at Riverton to explore the fascinating
Te Hikoi Museum, and then arrive into Invercargill in the afternoon. This is our
home for the next 2 nights and we will enjoy a good night’s rest before exploring
more tomorrow.

The next day is our chance to immerse ourselves in New Zealand’s southern most
city. A local guide will take us to some of the area’s most interesting spots,
including a trip down to the port town of Bluff. You might want to try some of the
local delicacy oysters.

Back in Invercargill there are 2 visits that aren’t to be missed. First we visit the Burt
Munro motorbike (made famous in the film ‘The World’s Fastest Indian’) to learn
about this icon of New Zealand motorsport. Then it is off to Bill Richardson
Transport World – the largest private automotive museum of its type in the world.
There are more than 300 classic vehicles to admire, as well as interesting and
informative displays at this intriguing location. Tonight is our last night together,
and we enjoy a fine dinner to chat about all the amazing things we have seen and
done.

Today we head home, but not before some more exploring in Invercargill. After our
relaxed breakfast you have the chance to wander the shops of Invercargill and pick
up some locally made, hand crafted products. We will enjoy a last lunch together
before a short trip to the airport to start our trip home. On arrival in Tauranga the
Hinterland team will be waiting to whisk you home and say farewell after enjoying a
splendid week full of wonderful memories.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the
cost of lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always
make stops where there are a range of options available so you can choose what
you want, and have flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp

Print this page Enquire now

Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Christmas to Waiheke 2020

Auckland, Waiheke Island ferry, wine
tasting, Waiheke sightseeing, Xmas
dinner and get together & more…

Experience a Christmas like no other as
we relax and unwind island style. Let us
take the hassle out of the festive period
as we enjoy a relaxing few days on
Waiheke Island, where we explore all the
delights this place has to offer. And, of
course spend Christmas in wonderful
company enjoying a lovely Christmas day
feast in the evening.

23 - 28 DEC 2020 - HT2020/09 - $2295 pp

With bags packed, and as always, a pick up at your door, we head off for a festive
getaway to wonderous Waiheke Island. We enjoy a very relaxed drive to Auckland,
getting to know your new tour mates and making sure we have plenty of stops along the
way. Through the scenic Karangahake Gorge, we traverse the Hauraki Plains before
climbing the Bombays and down into Auckland. Once we are settled in to our hotel, we
make a special outing for dinner. Tonight we will dine at the stunning Orbit restaurant at
the Sky Tower, where you will enjoy 360 degree views of the city while enjoying a 3
course meal, a great way to start our getaway.
 
After a lovely breakfast, the following day we explore our biggest city. We will soak up
some of the famous sights that make ‘The City of Sails’ one of the most livable in the
world. Enjoy exploring the bays and beaches of the Waitemata Harbour, plus we will
admire some of the splendid views from the city’s volcanic cones. A highlight is our visit
to a secret garden nestled in an inner-city suburb. With something always in bloom, this
spacious oasis is home to a variety of native birds, insects and butterflies. The collection
includes mature trees, flowering shrubs and perennials (including a large collection of
rhododendrons). After our garden visit there will be time if desired to do some last
minute Christmas shopping, or enjoy a Christmas eve drink back at the hotel.
 
Christmas Day dawns and it is time for us to skip across the Hauraki Gulf to Waiheke
Island – our home for the next 3 nights. The ferry ride over is spectacular with scenic
views of the harbour, city and surrounding islands. On arrival on Waiheke we will check
in to our beach-side accommodation and get ourselves ready for a memorable
Christmas day. Relax on the golden beach and perhaps take a dip in the sea. Tonight we
will have a fantastic Christmas dinner to celebrate with new friends – no need to worry
about cooking or dishes!
 
Boxing Day is all about relaxation, and our trip to Waiheke is no exception. Today we
soak up the sun, enjoy a stroll on the beach and simply relax. Our stunning beach front
location will lend itself to the mood, and we won’t need to venture too far today. Enjoy
the company of your tour mates, with a wonderful dinner at a top local restaurant.
 
Our final day on Waiheke is a day all about exploration. With the help of a local guide,
we will discover the delights of this island paradise. Awash with white sand beaches and
calm bays, there are scenic wonders around every corner. We will visit 2 of the islands
best known wineries, where you can try some of the award-winning wines. The island
has a micro-climate perfectly suited to growing grapes and other artisan products. The
highlight for many is the Man-O-War winery located on the remote eastern portion of the
island, watch the boats out in the bay as we enjoy the winery set in a glorious location.

We will also learn about (and sample) some of the islands other produce. Seasonal
favourites include olive oil, avocados, craft beer and more. The relaxed island vibe lends
itself to producing high quality produce – and we will take our time today to soak in all
the island has to offer. Dinner tonight is at a well regarded local restaurant, where we
can recount all the wonderful memories we have made over the past few days.
 
We are homeward bound today. Departing Waiheke Island after breakfast, we take the
return ferry ride to Half Moon Bay and head south. We will have you dropped at your
door with a smile on your face in the afternoon, having had a wonderful Christmas.

Whats Included:

6 days of touring

5 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Special Christmas day feast

Sky Tower Orbit Restaurant dinner

Secret Garden Sanctuary visit

Ferry to Waiheke

Guided tour of Waiheke Island

Wine tasting at two leading wineries

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

The city of sails - Auckland

Sky Tower - Casino optional!

The Waitemata Harbour

Auckland city highlights

The Hauraki Gulf

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals

* Please note, that unless specified in the

itinerary we do not usually include the cost of

lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the

tour cost, but we always make stops where there

are a range of options available so you can choose

what you want, and have flexibility to do things on

your own if you wish.
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Stewart Island

Dunedin, Larnach Castle, Nugget Point, The
Catlins, Curio Bay, Invercargill, Stewart Island,
Ulva Island, Fishing, Marine Farm tour, kiwi bird
spotting and more…

Enjoy some southern hospitality as we venture
to the very bottom of the South Island. First we
visit Dunedin – ‘The Edinburgh of the South’
before we travel to Invercargill via The Catlins.
All this before we even start the highlight of the
tour and cross Foveaux Strait to Stewart Island.
On the island we will immerse ourselves in the
scenery, fresh food and wonderful local charm.
This is a tour not to miss!

27 MAR - 1 APR 2020 - HT2021/01 - $3895 pp

We are off!  After picking you up at your door we board our connector flight from Tauranga
to Dunedin. Arriving in this historic city there will be time for a stroll before we get settled in
to our accommodation and venture out for a welcome dinner together. 

Today our local guide picks us up with a full day of incredible sights to see. Before leaving
Dunedin we take a short city tour and then head out onto Otago Peninsula to visit Larnach
Castle. This impressive homestead is full of intriguing stories of scandal and tragedy, and is
set amongst a garden of international significance. Our guide will show us through this
stately home & grounds. It is then time to depart Dunedin and head south to Invercargill –
where our Stewart Island adventure will begin in the morning. For the drive to Invercargill we
will travel via The Catlins, a remote and intriguing part of the South Island. We will stop at
Nugget Point to view the famous lighthouse and hopefully spot some seals on the rocks
below. Other highlights in this area include Purakaunui Falls, and the petrified forest in Curio
Bay. A resident pod of Hectors Dolphins live in the bay and can often be seen surfing the
waves. We arrive in Invercargill in the evening – ready to enjoy a sumptuous dinner and
prepare for our trip further south in the morning.

Stewart Island awaits this afternoon, but before we head over we explore New Zealand’s
most southern city. Invercargill has a warm charm and even warmer hospitality. We also
explore the port town of Bluff which commands views out to Stewart Island, before heading
back into town to learn about the city’s motorsport hero Burt Munro. Then, it is off to the
airport for our short flight over Foveaux Strait. The views of the island from the air are
stunning and are a great introduction to our next 3 nights that await. Tonight we will enjoy
our first dinner on the island at a famous local spot.

Awake to the birdsong as we have our first full day on the island. After breakfast it is time to
visit Ulva Island – a bird sanctuary located in Paterson Inlet. Home to many rare and
endangered birds, our guide will teach us about the sanctuary and its flora and fauna. En
route keep an eye out for seals and penguins which are numerous in the area. Back to the
main settlement of Oban you have the choice this afternoon to take a fishing trip (weather
permitting). The cool clear waters around Stewart Island teem with fish – in particular Blue
Cod which is a delicacy in these parts. For those not fishing you have time to simply unwind
and stroll around the town with its scenic beaches and interesting local shops. Another
island dinner awaits tonight, as we look forward to our last day on the island tomorrow. Keep
your ears open to see if you can hear the resident kiwi birds calling at night. Stewart Island is
home to thousands of kiwi.

Our last day on the island dawns and we will take a short tour of Stewart Islands villages and
bays. See the famous chain link sculpture at Lee Bay (where the Rakiura walk starts), and
visit Observation Rock with stunning views of the area. The local guide will bring stories to
life and we will be sure to learn a lot more about the island by the time we are dropped back
in Oban. In the afternoon is again your chance to unwind on ‘island time’. Perhaps try some
fresh seafood, or enjoy talking to the locals in the towns pub. What a beautiful spot to simply
chill. One last dinner tonight as a group – and we will be sure to share our favourite
memories of this incredible place.

The last day of the tour sees us making the trip home to Tauranga. Starting with the flight
across to Invercargill, and then boarding our connecting flights north. The Hinterland team
will be there to meet us at Tauranga airport and drop you safely at your door, having
enjoyed a special time with new friends. This is a trip of a lifetime and we are sure you will
have loved your journey with us.

Whats Included:

6 days of touring

5 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

AIR NZ flights Tauranga to Dunedin

Guided tour of Larnach Castle

Burt Munro Museum

Flights to and from Stewart Island

Cruise to Ulva Island bird sanctuary

Fishing trip - weather permitting

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

The City of Dunedin and Otago Peninsula

The Catlins - Nugget Point lighthouse

Purakaunui Falls & Petrified forest

Invercargill and Bluff

Island highlights - Lee Bay sculptures

Observation Rock

 

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
 
* Please note, that unless specified in the
itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops
in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so
you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.
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East Coast & East Cape

Whakatane, Opotiki, Pacific Coast
Highway, Te Kaha, Hicks Bay, East Cape,
Ruatoria, Tolaga Bay, Gisborne & more…… 

Hit the Pacific Coast Highway with us and
enjoy 4 nights exploring one of New
Zealand’s most untouched regions – the
East Coast. Sparkling coastlines, rugged
bush and sweeping beaches abound as we
take our time and get to know this very
unique area of the country. Overnight stays
at 3 stunning locations along the coast
road, plus a night in Gisborne to recount all
the memories along the way. Join us on
this extraordinary trip.

1 - 5 OCT 2020 - HT2020/03 - $1895 pp

After picking you up at your door, we head east to begin our adventure. After a catch up
cuppa we pass through Whakatane and Ohope – hopefully catching a glimpse of White
Island puffing in the distance. Past the tranquil oyster beds on Ohiwa Harbour as we take
in the scenery of the Eastern Bay of Plenty.  We leave the farmland behind and get our
first taste of the coast road. Tonight we will stay in the old whaling settlement of Te Kaha,
where we enjoy dining at our oceanside hotel.
 
After a leisurely breakfast, we look forward to a very relaxing day enjoying the drive
further around the coast. The glorious drive snakes along the pohutukawa lined coast,
providing breathtaking views over the Bay of Plenty. We stop at the much-photographed
and perfectly situated Anglican church at Raukokore, before heading down into Waihau
Bay – a haven for sports fishing. Past Cape Runaway before we get off the main road for
our overnight stay at Lottin Point – another stunning waterfront stay. Here we will dine at
the in-house restaurant and look forward to tomorrow’s exploration.
 
Another relaxed breakfast with the ocean at our feet, before we head deeper into the
East Coast. Today we have a smaller distance to cover, instead taking the chance to get
right off the beaten track to visit Waikura Station – one of the pioneering stations on the
Cape. Today they mix old school agriculture and forestry with new ventures such as
koura farming and honey production. This is a fascinating place that very few people will
ever visit. Back on the main road we head out to the famous East Cape lighthouse. Try
the 700 steps to the top if you dare, otherwise admire the endless views from New
Zealand mainland’s most easterly point. After a great day we retire for the night at Hicks
Bay, and look forward to visiting more of the East Cape tomorrow.
 
Day 3 sees us start making our way down to Gisborne – but not before we see plenty
more of this amazing area. We will stop at Te Araroa to see New Zealand’s oldest
pohutukawa tree, before heading south to see the ornately carved church at Tikitiki.
Further on are interesting settlements such as Te Puia Springs and Ruatoria, before we
join the coast again at Tokomaru Bay. The 600m long wharf (New Zealand’s longest) at
Tolaga Bay is a sight to behold, and then we pass the famous surf beaches at Wainui
before arriving in Gisborne in the afternoon. Tonight we stay in the city to enjoy a last
dinner together before heading home.
 
Another relaxed morning as we explore Gisborne before starting off on our drive back to
Tauranga. We take the scenic Waioeka Gorge back through to Opotiki, where we left the
main road 3 days ago! You’ll be dropped at your door with a smile on your face – having
enjoyed a memorable visit to a special part of the country.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Plenty of stops along the way

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Ohiwa Harbour

Te Kaka

Historic church at Raukokore

Waihau Bay & Cape Runway

Lottin Point

Waikura Station

East Cape Lighthouse

Hicks Bay

NZ's oldest Pohutukawa tree

Tikitiki ornately carved church 

Tologa Bay and the longest wharf

Gisborne

Waioeka Gorge

plus a few extras along the way!

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.

8 - 12 SEP 2020 - HT2020/01 - $1795 pp
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals
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Ian Holroyd - Managing Director

Owner and managing director of Mount Classic Tours Ltd, Ian has a love of New Zealand that goes way beyond skin
deep. He's created his life around it!  Moving to Tauranga, New Zealand from Britain in 2001, he quickly identified the
lack of tours and sightseeing options available to cruise ship passengers so created the Shore Trips & Tours operation.
Starting with a single Rolls Royce, the business now has over 50 driver and guides and 40 tour vehicles spread from the
Bay of Islands in the North Island to Dunedin in the South Island. 

By adding Hinterland Tours to the business we can now continue the work the Coleman family started back in
2000, and build on this to offer a greater range of quality smaller group escorted tours around New Zealand.

Kim Scanlen - Accounts Manager

Whilst Kim manages the administration, accounting and social media for the business her role also encompasses sales
and operations. Her love of travel and NZ tourism combined with a passion for providing great service fits well with our
company ethic. With a strong background in accounting and administration she has worked in tourism most of her
working life.

Not one to leave a road untravelled she knows New Zealand like the back of her hand and loves to share her special
places with others. She has also worked and lived in France and the UK, sailed the Greek Islands a few times, trekked
overland through Morocco, temple hopped in Thailand, explored many parts of Australia and the USA and recently
returned from a month's adventure in Cuba and the Caribbean Islands.

Nigel Spence - Operations Manager

Nigel joined the Mount Classic Tours company as Operations Manager in July 2016 - moving down from Auckland with
his fiance Indie. Having spent the past 8 years living in Auckland, and too many years to count in the tourism industry,
Nigel moved to Tauranga to help manage our ever-growing operation. Most recently he was Product Manager for a
nationwide bus company so there aren't too many places in New Zealand that he hasn't seen!

When he's not working you might see him on one of the cricket pitches around town, hacking away on a local golf
course or entertaining friends around the BBQ. He loves to travel - hoping one day to visit all 7 continents...luckily
Antarctica has already been ticked off the list!

Tina Kennedy - Personal Travel Consultant

Tina joined the Mount Classics Tours team in September 2017 from her previous role at Hinterland Tours working
alongside Brad Coleman so is 100% behind us taking over their great business started back in 2000. Growing up in
Auckland, Tauranga is now home for the Kennedy family, but Tina has traveled extensively throughout New Zealand so
knows our tour programs well.

Tina says that it has taken her over 20 years to find the industry that I love working in and that is front line customer
services in tourism. So my role back at the Hinterland operation suits me tremendously. I am the first point of contact for
email and telephone enquiries to the office and I strive to provide excellent customer service. So if I can assist you with
your tour planning then please get in touch with me.

Kimberly Kleinhans - Personal Travel Consultant

Kimberly joined the team in October 2018. She's the one with the funny accent in the office. Kimberly moved with her
family to New Zealand from the United States in April 2017 after visiting and falling in love with the country. She has
worked in travel and tourism since 1997 in places such as Disney World in Florida and as an international exchange
guide in Johannesburg, South Africa and ten years in a travel agency in North Carolina, USA.

She has traveled throughout much of Western Europe, The United States, South Africa, and has seen more of New
Zealand than a lot of New Zealanders. So as you can imagine, working in travel is the perfect place for her!

Our team of great drivers and guides

A recent group shot (2019] of some of our Tauranga based drivers and guides who have been providing the
cruise ship shore excursions for many years throughout the region.  Many of these have already been involved
with Hinterland Tours as we assisted Brad and Kae Coleman with their tour programs in recent years.

While they will now be wearing a new Hinterland Tours uniform, their warm welcome and hospitality will be just
the same. We all look forward to meeting you on the upcoming Hinterland Tours. 

Hinterland Tours

PO Box 4678 Mount Maunganui South

and at

117 Newton Street Mount Maunganui

Tel: 07 282 7663

info@hinterlandtours.co.nz
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Whangarei, Russell, Paihia and the Bay of
Islands, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 90 Mile
Beach and Cape Reinga, Mangonui,
Hokianga Harbour, Waipoua Forest, Kaipara
Harbour & more… 
 
Join us on this wonderful 5 day, 4 night
adventure to Northland – an interesting
province full of history, culture and amazing
scenery.
Enjoy some famous ‘Hinterland hospitality’ as
we explore all the way to the top of New
Zealand. With overnight stays in Whangarei,
Paihia/Bay of Islands (2 nights) and the
Hokianga, we will see and do so much.
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Bay Of Islands & Northland

Travelling from Tauranga and through the ‘Big Smoke’ of Auckland we soon hit the
rolling countryside, native forests and stunning bays of Northland. After a fun evening at
Whangarei’s lovely Town Basin, we spend the next few days enjoying a quieter pace and
soaking in the sights.
 
See funky Kawakawa and its famous Hundertwasser Toilets. If we are lucky the historic
train may be rolling down the main street. Stroll around charming and historic Russell
(New Zealand’s first capital) – home to many historic buildings. Then, cross to Paihia on
the scenic ferry where we base ourselves for a couple of nights. Enjoy the tree-lined
beaches and scenic vistas looking out onto the Bay of Islands.
 
The highlight for many is our trip to Cape Reinga. Joining up with a family run tour
company who have specially built vehicles for driving on the sand, the trip includes a
drive along 90 Mile Beach (only 64 miles long!) to the enormous Te Paki Dunes. See
where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean and marvel at the 360 degree views
from the Cape Reinga lighthouse. This is one of those bucket list destinations!
On the way home we stop at the famous Mangonui Fish Shop for a delicious dinner on
the waterfront. What a memorable day.
 
Next morning is spent at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds – New Zealand’s most important
historic site. A local guide will inform and educate about the signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi in 1840, and we will have time to explore the new interactive museum.
Then it is on to another of New Zealand’s historic treasures – The Stone Store and Kemp
House in Kerikeri. Again a guided tour is included, and here we will enjoy visiting New
Zealand’s oldest stone building – sitting on the tranquil Kerikeri Inlet.
A short drive takes us across the island to the West Coast, where a different pace of life
is apparent. Enjoy the sparsely populated Hokianga region, and see the Opo the Dolphin
statue at Opononi. You will be fully relaxed by the time we make it to our overnight stop
on the shores of the Hokianga Harbour.
 
Next day it is home to Tauranga but not before making some incredible stops along the
way. We will visit the ‘Lord of the Forest’ – Tane Mahuta. This enormous tree is thought
to be up to 2500 years old! This is a magical stop in the breath taking Waipoua Kauri
Forest.
More rugged scenery awaits as we head towards Matakohe on the edge of the Kaipara
Harbour. The interesting Matakohe Kauri Museum awaits, and here you can enjoy the
detailed displays relating to the kauri timber industry.
By the time we leave Matakohe we will have a much better appreciation of Northland life,
as we head towards home – hopefully having had a wonderful few days in this fantastic
slice of New Zealand.

* Please note, that unless specified in the itinerary we do not usually include the cost of
lunches or morning and afternoon tea stops in the tour cost, but we always make stops
where there are a range of options available so you can choose what you want, and have
flexibility to do things on your own if you wish.

Whats Included:

5 days of touring

4 nights quality accommodation

Door to door service [home pickups]

Quality Air-conditioned vehicle

Fully guided with commentary 

All breakfasts and dinners

Ferry from Russell to Paihia

Cape Reinga and 90 mile beach tour

Fish N Chips lunch at Mangonui

Waitangi Treaty grounds and tour

A guided tour of the Kemp House

The Matakohe Kauri Museum

Plenty of stops along the way

 

You will see:

Stunning scenery throughout

Whangarei and its town basin

The iconic Huntertwasser toilets

The historic town of Russell

Paihia with its stunning BOI vistas

Mangonui and its famous Fish Shop

Kerikeri and the Stone Store

The Hokianga harbour and west coast

Tane Mahuta - the 'Lord of the Forest"

The Kaipara harbour

Not included:

Any lunches unless specified* 

Morning/afternoon tea stops*

Any alcoholic beverages with meals


